November 15, 2008

· Sunday, November 16.  12:30-2:30 p.m., “Equipping to Share” practice session & lunch

· Saturday, November 22.  The workday that had been scheduled has been cancelled.

· Thanksgiving Day Potluck Thursday, November 27, at 12:30 p.m.

You are invited to a Thanksgiving Day potluck dinner at Trinity. Turkey will be provided, so all you need to bring is another dish of your choice.

Please R.S.V.P. to Teri via e-mail (t_sonksen@hotmail.com) or phone 

(650-579-7227), or to Dorothy (650-593-5804) with the following information:

· The number of people in your family who will attend.

· What you will bring (salad, or side dish, or dessert, or bread/rolls, or beverage).

If you plan to attend, your reply by Sunday, November 23, is appreciated.

Peace, Teri Sonksen and Dorothy Baker

Saturday Reading

As it has been said, It is not for you to know the times, which the Father has put in His own power (Acts 1:7). After this period God shall rest as on the seventh day, when He shall give us rest in Himself. Suffice it to say that the seventh shall be our Sabbath, which shall be brought to a close, not by an evening, but by the Lord's day, as an eighth and eternal day, consecrated by the resurrection of Christ, and prefiguring the eternal repose not only of the spirit, but also of the body. There we shall rest and see, see and love, love and praise. This is what shall be in the end without end. For what other end do we propose to ourselves than to attain to the kingdom of which there is no end?

Let those who think I have said too little, or those who think I have said too much, forgive me; and let those who think I have said just enough join me in giving thanks to God. Amen.
Augustine of Hippo, City of God (Book 22, chapter 30)

Prayers

Collect for 2nd Last Sunday of Church Year


O Lord, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of the end of all things and the day of Your just judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You forever hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Thanks for the Preservation of Home and State

O gracious Creator, I thank You for the goodness bestowed on me and the entire world, for You have established and secured procreation and the preservation of mankind, in home and nation. Without these two institutions the world could not endure for one year, for without earthly rulers there is no peace, and wher there is no peace, there can be no home. Where there is no home, the protecting care of the father and mother will completely stop, and children will not be properly born and raised. You support and protect both home and nation, and require obedience on the part of children and citizens. You also demand that this must be done; and where it is not done, You will not permit the lawbreaker to go unpunished. If it were otherwise, children would long ago have broken up the home through disobedience and citizens by their rebellion would have destroyed the nations, for they far outnumber parents and rulers. Therefore Your protection is a blessing beyond words. Through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord. Amen

Recognizing God as Creator

Eternal God, You alone teach me who I am, from where I have come, and that my days rest in Your power; I am Your creation and I am Your creature; and of myself and in myself I am nothing. In the frailty of my nature I can boast of nothing before You, for by myself I am without strength in the hand and wisdom of the mind. You are my Maker and the One who gives me life. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The 2nd Last Sunday of the Church Year

Hymn of Invocation, LSB 916, “Only-Begotten Word of God Eternal”

Hymn of the Day, LSB 512, “At the Name of Jesus”

Distribution Hymn, LSB 508, “The Day is Surely Drawing Near”

Old Testament Reading, Daniel 7:9-14
9As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took His seat; His clothing was white as snow, and the hair of His head like pure wool; His throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. 10A stream of fire issued and came out from before Him; a thousand thousands served Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.

11I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.

13I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and He came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  14And to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him; His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

· What is meant by the vision described in verses 9 and 10?

· When does the Son of Man receive His power over the nations?

Epistle, 2 Peter 3:3-14
3Knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4They will say, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.”

5For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill His promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 

11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to His promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by Him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 

· Why does the Lord delay—according to man’s perspective—His return?

· Righteousness is an abstraction and a characteristic; how can it dwell?

· If that is our hope, how shall we live now?

Gospel, Matthew 25:31-46

[Our Lord said] 31“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32Before Him will be gathered all the nations, and He will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And He will place the sheep on His right, but the goats on the left.

34Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed Me, 36I was naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and you visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me.’

37Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38And when did we see You a stranger and welcome You, or naked and clothe You? 39And when did we see You sick or in prison and visit You?’

40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these My brothers, you did it to Me.’ 

41Then He will say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave Me no food, I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome Me, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’

44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’

45Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (ESV)
· Have the sheep earned eternal life?

· A life without these kind of works for the Body declares what about the Head of the Body?

Announcements

Sunday, 11/16

· 7:30 p.m., LFS Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tuesday, 11/18

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir (no choir on Thursday 11/20)

Wednesday, 11/19

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Study: Persecution in the Early Church

· 7-8:30 p.m., L.I.F.E. class: Biblical Interpretation
Sunday, 11/23, Last Sunday of the church year

· 8:15 a.m., Divine Service (Isaiah 65:17-25; I Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:1-13)

· At coffee hour & after 2nd service, Thanksgiving Bake & Craft Sale Benefit

· 11:00 a.m., Service of Prayer and Preaching

· After 2nd service Voters’ Assembly Meeting - Budget Approval

Thursday, 11/27

· 9:30 a.m., Matins for Thanksgiving Day

· After 2nd service Congregational Potluck Luncheon

God’s Stewards

Throughout the Scriptures the first confession of stewardship is “the earth is the Lord’s” (Psalm 24:1; 50:12). Therefore our Father’s election of us in Christ Jesus and His gifts to us of temporal goods depend on His grace and kindness. Property and possessions are blessings (Proverbs 10:22), yet stewardship encompasses how the “possession” is acquired. We are warned against unjust acquisition (Proverbs 10:10-19), and we are given a responsibility in relation to the community in general and in particular to the poor. Our stewardship of God’s gifts has an instrumental nature. Through them we are to honor God and to serve our neighbor.

Missions

Good news from David and Joyce Erber in Nigeria. "During the last two weeks of September, we held two courses for our Master of Arts in Christian Outreach (MACO) degree program here in Nigeria. One course was 'Missio Dei' (The Mission of God). It focused on examining 'mission' as God's great compassion for His creation (people) and His great desire to restore His relationship with all people. His compassion and desire moved Him to send His Son, Jesus Christ who gave His life as a ransom for all people. Jesus, who came 'to seek and to save people who are lost' (Luke 19:10) continues to use us, His followers, to reach out to others. The course also focused on various dynamics involved in reaching out to people in Nigeria in the 2008 context. This course was taught by Rev. Dr. Nelson Unwene, former president of The Lutheran Church of Nigeria.” (More on this next week.)

Fundraiser Bake and Craft Sale
Sunday, November 23, Trinity will hold a Bake Sale to benefit Lutheran World Relief/Human Care for relief for the Hurricane victims in Texas and Haiti. Food and craft items will be on sale at the Coffee Hour and following the 11:00 Worship Service. Donations of baked goods and craft items are being solicited. Volunteers are needed to set up and to sell! Donations of paper bags, small boxes and zip lock bags will be useful. Sign up on the Bake Sale Poster today! Freewill donations and funds raised from the sale will be matched up to .50¢ on the dollar by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

Christmas Pageant

This year’s Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st at the 11a.m. service which will be a Service of Prayer and Preaching. The rehearsals will be on Saturdays, December 13th and December 20th at 10:00 a.m. and during Sunday School on the 21st.
Organ and Hymnfest

At 4:00 p.m. Sunday November 16, the Lutheran Church of Our Savior (5825 Bollinger Road, Cupertino), will host an Organ & Hymn Fest. The afternoon hour of grand pipe organ music and hymn singing celebrate the new pipes recently installed for the congregation’s organ. Other instrumentalists will also join the festivities. The event will be followed by a pot-luck dinner in the Parish Hall at 5:30. Please bring a salad or casserole. Dessert, beverages and table-settings will be provided.

Short Answers

Old Testament Reading, Daniel 7:9-14
· What is meant by the vision described in verses 9 and 10? Daniel would have observed in the royal courts of Babylonia displays of pomp and power. This vision reminds him that the Ancient of Days, who has always ruled all things, retains all power in His hands.

· When does the Son of Man receive His power over the nations? Jesus, after His resurrection, is given all authority in heaven and earth in order to extend the kingdom through the preaching of the Gospel, in baptizing and teaching.
Epistle, 2 Peter 3:3-14
· Why does the Lord delay—a delay according to man’s perspective—His return? He in His mercy allows much time for many to hear the law’s call to repentance.

· Righteousness is an abstraction and a characteristic; how can it dwell? Righteousness is just and fitting action in accord with God’s own holy will. This is the corollary to the “it is very good” of Genesis 1. All will then joyfully and willingly assume their places in His creation and exercise their station as God has appointed.

· If that is our hope, how shall we live now? We do not build our lives in the unrighteousness actions of this present world, but recognize that it will be judged; and therefore we show that our hope is in God, His new creation, by actions and words that are in harmony with His promise and His work in Christ our Lord. 

Gospel, Matthew 25:31-46

· Have the sheep earned eternal life? No, they are called sheep before the separation. The parable also must be read in the context of Matthew 24-25, where the members of the flock have been given responsibility (to be prepared with oil [Mt 25:1-13, parable of the virgins], or to use the talents [Mt 25:14-30, parable of the talents]); failure to employ the gifts denies the giver of the gifts.

· A life without these kinds of works for the Body declares what about the Head of the Body? His mercy toward others is of no account, and our choices have priority over His wisdom. That is tantamount to idolatry.


